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INDUSTRY AWARDS

Reinforced Plastics reveals winner of Product of the Year

Reinforced Plastics announced at an
award dinner held on 30 April at the
Hotel ~Ambassador, Paris, that
Vetrotex has won its prestigious
Product of the Year award. The
highest number of votes was generated
by Twintex, a family of thermoplastic
prepregs from the French
manufacturer. The company says that
Twintex was developed with the aim
of expanding the use of thermoplastic
matrices to most of the processes used
by the composite industry. It is
produced by a co-mingling process for
glass and thermoplastic filaments, and
it looks like any other standard glass
fibre.

There were two runners up. Aplicator
System’s P4 which according to the
firm, is a low-waste, low-cost
technology that gives consistent and
controlled glass distribution, a net-
shape and a compressed preform with
two well-defined sides. It claims to
use 50% less raw materials than
conventional mat preforming.

The second runner-up was Owens
Corning’s ZenTron glass
reinforcement which is said to offer
excellent impact and fatigue resistance,
and “greater strength in composite
applications, based on a new high
silica glass formulation.

The Awards. launched in September
last year, to mark Reinforced Plastics’

40th birthday, are divided into eight |

categories.

In the matrix resins category, the
voters favoured Dutch resins producer
DSM with its low styrene emissions
(LSE) polyester resins, Insert (intrinsic
styrene emission reduction
technology).

Also in this category is Enydyne LSE
polyester resins from French resing
manufacturer, Cray Valley.

Neste's latest LSE gel-coat gained the
most votes for the gel-coats and
barrier coats category. Other
companies commended included US-
based SprayCore Composites Inc
and Norwegian company Jotun
Polymer AS.

In the bonding systems and cores
category, US company Seawolf
Industries Inc gained the most votes
with its low-cost, sprayable, syntactic,
sandwich core material that uses
existing fibre reinforced (FRP) waste
materials, Gougeon Brothers Inc.
was also commended for its Pro-Set
gel adhesive.

The  most interest in  the
reinforcements  category was
generated by  Twintex.  Other

nominated products were ZenTron
glass  reinforcement, from  US
company Owens Corning and Diaglas

multiaxial reinforcement from

Syncoglas of Belgium.

In the mould release agents category,
two US companies were selected.
Dexter Frekote received the most
votes for its Frekote 1-Step, and

Speciality Products Co, was chosen |

for their product Kantsik, a non-
silicone, water-based barrier/release
agent.

BYK-Chemie aroused the most
interest from voters for the additives
category with BYK-W 9010,
Swedish company Norac Andos was
also an entrant with its Andonox
ENP-90 phlegmatizing additive.

The open mould process equipment
category comprised three US
companies.  Venus Gusmer Inc,
Seawolf  Industries and GS
Manufacturing.  Venus Gusmer
received the most votes for its
Advantage System,

The final category in the awards
covered capital intensive process
equipment, and voters were drawn o
the P4  industrial  preforming
technology from Swedish company
Aplicator System AB.

The other entries for this category
came from CPE, Composite Process
Equipment Inc and from UK-based
Plastech TT.





