
Ryds, Sweden's largest small-boat builder, Is using Floridian Wolfgang
Unger's technology for recycled fiberglass to build dinghies.

[recycling] is a savings no matter how little you
and landfill costs keep going up. "

:Jay

Wolfgang Unger
The Swedes are testing a mix of recycled fiberglass and microspheres
as a core material In sandwich construction of boat transoms and
decks. A U.S, company, Seawolf Industries, developed the technology.

Fiberglass recycling makes dollars and sense
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construction it is stronger
than fiberglass and alone it
is more resilient, more
impact resistant and less
likely to develop spider
cracks. He says Swedish
tests show it to be much
stronger than plywood.

Though it seems worth-
while, Unger says, fiberglass
recycling is slow to catch on
because boatbuilders are
very conservative about
adopting new materials.
They know from tria! alld
error how much virgin fiber-
glass they need to stiflen var-
ious parts of the boat but it is
hard for them to translate
their strength requirements
from virgin to recycled mate-
rial. Mistakes can be costly.

Right now Unger sells recy-
cling as a way to save on use
of virgin fiberglass and elimi-
nate transom rot. He says his
castinQ' nrocp"" RI"o i~ fR~t."r


